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In this gritty ethnography exploring the world of San Francisco's homeless heroin addicts, 
Bourgois, anthropology and community medicine professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Schonberg, a photographer and graduate student in medical 
anthropology, draw on a decade immersed in this subculture to eloquently elaborate on 
the survival techniques and intimate lives of black and white addicts who live in self-
made communities and work the economic fringes for survival. The authors explore 
racial boundaries and crossings, love stories, family relations, parenting, histories of 
childhood abuse, as well as the constant work of navigating hostile police enforcement, 
exploitative and helpful business owners, overburdened medical services and social 
service bureaucracies. The book details the gruesome material toll of addiction, infection 
and homelessness and the risks of ongoing personal and institutional violence. Bourgois 
and Schonberg create a deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social 
reprobation, but deserves social inclusion. Schonberg's photographs capture the scars of 
addiction, the social bonds between romantic pairs and drug-running partners and the 
concerted efforts at domesticity without a domicile. The collage of case studies, field 
notes, personal narratives and photography is nothing short of enthralling. (June)  

 


